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fusion, and not worth their seeing ; but his wife having told them it was her husband's closet, they would not be denied: when they went in, they were surprised with the most charming pictures that their eyes had ever beheld, with abundance of rarities, which their brother, being very curious, had picked up in his travels; and in a little room on one side of his closet, upon a table covered with a carpet of the finest work they had ever seen, stood a pix or repository of the host, all of gold, and above them an altar-piece of most exquisite painting : he was indeed jealous of being betrayed by these things, but there being none but the ladies, who had never seen such things before, and knew nothing by the form, they retired without so much as discovering what it was ; and as for his wife, she was so perfectly ignorant, that she was easily imposed upon.
They passed from this place to the other side of the closet, where were abundance of very fine pieces ; but here the eldest sister could not forbear observing that all the pictures on that whole side of the room were religious pieces, and, though still without much suspicion, she said to him, I observe, brother, you gentlemen that have lived in Italy, are so in love with popish customs, that you are always full of these church paintings; here's nothing but representations of Christ and the Virgin Mary, in one shape or another, in every room in your house: she went on jestingly for some time, till she came to the upper end of the room, to a picture which hung just over an easy chair, and which had a curtain drawn over it; he thought she would not have let her curiosity outrun her good manners, and so did not apprehend her opening it; but she made no scruple of offering to fling back the curtain; but soon found it would not run, back, being, as she